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Email-stpaulscascade@hotmail.com
Website-www.stpaulslcmscascade.org
Church Office   		             		528-8094
Pastor Richard M. Bidinger       	528-8881
Tessa Shirley & Katherine Arbuckle-Organist
 
Come join us for worship on 
Sunday Services 7:30 am & 10:00 am
Midweek Lenten Service 6:30pm		

Sunday School 8:30 am  
Adult Bible Class 8:45am
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“6For you are a people holy to the LORD your God.  
The LORD your God has chosen you  
to be a people for His treasured possession,  
out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth”. 
– Deuteronomy 7 
 
 
Common, everyday clothes for work 
or just around the house, 
and dress clothes for special occasions. 
Common, everyday dishes for meals, 
and special dishes for holidays and guests. 
 
The world is full of people, 
– people whom God loves,  
and whose love God desires. 
 
In looking down upon a world full of people, 
God sees a world that does not know Him 
or desire to love and serve Him. 
 
Yet, in His love, God calls, gathers, and sets apart, 
a people for Himself, 
a people in whom the Holy Spirit works, 
opening their blind eyes  
to see and know God, and 
giving life to their dead hearts, 
to desire to love and serve God. 
 
Out of the lost and condemned children of Adam, 
God has worked the miracle of faith, 
that they may come to Him and be His Own. 
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All children are important and to be loved, 
but parents have a special place in their hearts 
for their own children. 
 
As a child of God, born again as God’s child, 
God treasures you! 
God told the Israelites at Mt. Sinai: 
5Now therefore, if you will indeed  
obey My voice and keep My covenant,  
you shall be My treasured possession  
among all peoples,...  – Exodus 19:5 
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The apostle Peter wrote of the church: 
9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, 
a holy nation,  
a people for God’s Own possession,   
– 1 Peter: 2:9 
 
The word “Holy” means “Set apart”, 
“Set apart from what is common as sacred.” 
 
How God loves each of His children! 
How God has honored you, as in Baptism 
God set you apart from the lost and condemned,  
to be His Beloved, in time and in eternity! 
 
What God said to the Israelites, He says to you: 
“1Fear not, for I have redeemed you; 
    I have called you by name, you are Mine.” 
– Isaiah 43:1 
 
As St. Paul’s celebrates its 160th Anniversary, 
we as members of St. Paul’s celebrate 
God’s work in our lives! 
May we treasure God and His love for us, 
 
as God treasures us as His Beloved! 
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Anniversaries and Birthdays

Anniversaries
March 17th	Tim & Cheryl Fenske		March 17th 		Levi Sr. & Karel Melius

Birthdays
March 1st 	Garry TenPas			March 16th 		Roger Hinz				
March 2nd 	Kristy Wright						Neal Schmidt
March 3rd 	Lou Raabe (91)			March 20th		Kennedy Arbuckle
		Nate Strassburg			March 24th 		Michael Schneider
March 5th 	Karen E. Marquardt (86)	March 25th 		Jesse Wright
March 7th 	Samantha Ogreenc		March 29th 		Don Wagner
March 10th Marilyn Gephart
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Lenten 2026 Schedule of events 

Lent 2026 began on Ash Wednesday.  Lenten season invites believers into a time of prayer, reflection and spiritual renewal.  This year’s Lenten series will be HALL OF FAME Heroes of Faith.
Join us as we get a closer look at Joseph, Samuel, Joshua, Daniel, Gideon, Esther and JESUS! 
Please join us on Thursdays in church at 6:30pm

Everyone is invited to come and have Lenten meal every Thursday until April 2nd.  Meals are served at 5:15p.  Listed below is the hosting schedule for this year’s Lenten Suppers:
[image: ]
Ash Wednesday February 18th hosted by SPY.  Serving Baked Potato/ Taco Line
Thursday February 26th hosted by Board of Stewardship.  Serving Chicken & Gravy
Thursday March 5th hosted by LWML.  Serving Chicken Pot Pie
Thursday March 12th hosted by Board of Education/ Sunday School Serving Sub Sandwiches
Thursday March 19th hosted by Chili Guys.  Serving Chili and Grilled Cheese.
Thursday March 26th	hosted by Board of Trustees.
Thursday April 2nd Maundy Thursday meal hosted by SPY



SAVE THE DATE
St. Paul’s Annual Chili Dinner 
March 15, 2026
Serving 11a-1p
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BOARD MEETING MINUTES

BOARD OF ELDERS
February 9th, 2026, Board of Elders meeting was called to order at 7:35 PM. By chairman Francis.  Present were Francis, Tim, Peter, Dominic, Dan, and Pastor.  Pastor opened with a prayer.
       There was one Official Act for the month; Affirmation of Faith of Sandra Tenpas 1/11/2026.
Pastor had 12 private communion visits for the month.
        We discussed the fellowship dinner, which we felt went well.  We served about 85 people.  Thank you to everyone that contributed their time and talents to help make it successful, whether it be donating a dessert, helping shop for supplies, or helping with cleanup, it was very much appreciated.
        A suggestion had been made to suspend the Thursday evening church services in the future for the period between Christmas and Ash Wednesday due to weather often being cold and snowy during that period.  After some discussion we decided to continue them and if need be service can be cancelled on a case-by-case situation and members notified by e-mail and text as currently happens.  This would allow an opportunity for members to attend a service in case the Sunday service would have to be canceled due to weather.
        We discussed who will assist Pastor with communion  for Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday services and also applying Ashes on Ash Wednesday.
           Meeting adjourned at7:56 PM.
                                         Respectfully Submitted,
                                          Dan Schultz


BOARD OF TRUSTEES
	The February meeting of the Board of Trustees was held February 2nd at 6:30pm.  Nate, Randy, Ron and Mark were present.
OLD BUSINESS: Ron reported he had gotten parts and had repaired the leaking valve on the urinal in the men’s bathroom.  
	Nate brought tools and supplies to replace some lights in the bathrooms.  They now have been replaced with new LED lights, a really nice improvement.
NEW BUSINESS: The Trustees will host the Lenten meal March 26th.  We will decide on the menu at the March meeting. With the new year just beginning we discussed the projects that we need to work on and get done.  The first project we would be to replace the loose and broken tiles in the fellowship hall.  We would like to get this done before the floor is stripped and rewaxed this summer.  Other projects we talked about are resealing the parking lot and replacing the retaining wall.  These are jobs that will need to be done when the weather gets warmer.  We also talked about putting in a water softener to help keep the plumbing working longer.

Meeting adjourned at 7:30pm
Mark Schultz, Secretary

	The January meeting of the Board of Trustees was held January 5th at 6:30pm.  Nate, Randy, Ron Anthony and Mark were present.
OLD BUSINESS: The Church was looking for someone to take over the custodial duties starting at the beginning of the year.  I am happy to report that we have a new custodial team who will share the cleaning duties.  They are Lisa Truitt, Brooke Wegner and Samantha Ogreenc.  
We would like to thank Margie Arbuckle, Karel Melius, and Jen Schneider for their service as the former custodians.  	Nate installed a new keyless lock on the west church door.  We did this to limit the number of keys being handed out and not being returned by past members.
	
NEW BUSINESS: The new custodial team was present at the meeting so we could discuss their duties and answer any questions they may have.  
Nate picked up some supplies for some work we will be doing in the bathrooms.  We will be changing some lights and doing some plumbing repairs.  
Meeting Adjourned.  After the meeting, we took down and put away the Christmas Tree.  We also put out some rugs to help keep the carpets clean during the sloppy winter months.

Mark Schultz, Secretary 

Board of Stewardship
Board of Stewardship met January 12th at 6:00p.  Present were Levi Jr., Felicia, Peggy, Jen and Sam B.
Review of Offering Counting Schedule
OLD Business:  2026 Anniversary- Jen will reach out to Pastor Hougard and Pastor Meador.
Pictorial Directory- meeting after this meeting
Long term Planning Committee- Tabled at this time
NEW Business: Discussed February Fellowship and what dates for each person.  Board member to prepare Lenten meal on 2/22.  Will be making Chicken & Gravy, mashed potatoes, stuffing, veggies and more.  Sam will apply for Thrivent Card.
Set 2026 Meeting Schedule: Mondays before Council meetings- 3/23, 6/22, 9/21 and 12/21.
Closed with Prayer. Meeting adjourned at 7:12p
Respectfully submitted,
Jen Schneider, Secretary
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	The February 12th meeting was called to order by Co-President Jen S. The opening devotion was by Pastor, with the Litany for Lent and Walking in the Valley.  He had a prayer for Diane for her birthday.  There were 8 members present.
	We have a checkbook balance of $1402.51 and the mite offering of $103.00.  
Old Business: We were given a sheet of all the missions we usually give to, and each member is to vote on five and return to next meeting. Patti made a motion that money given to St. Paul’s Missions, SPY and gifts to Pastor would not be included in the list of missions to vote on.  Gail seconded.  Motioned passed.  
	There are 4 members attending the convention.  They are Linda, Gail, Karen & Jen.  We will pay the registration fee of $60 for each member attending.  
	We had a discussion about if we should change our meeting date.  After much discussion we decided to leave it for at the second Thursday of each month.
	Diane and Patti did the financial review of the treasurer book, and it came out to be perfect. 
	The Prayer Service will be February 15 at 2:00 p with Pastor Bidinger leading the service on the large screens in church.  We will have desserts in the fellowship hall after the service.  
New Business: Seeing there are 9 members that makes 3 on a committee.  Baking Committee: Diane, Bev & Gail; Party Committee: Jen, Nydia, Linda & Karen; Flower Committee: Linda, Betty, Jen; Altar Care: Linda Candles, Bev Paraments, Patti Banners, Betty & Diane- clean the paraments.  
	The Lenten Meal for March 5will be Chicken Pot Pie with Siane, Bev, Gail and Nydia making it and Betty making coleslaw and Diane & Linda bringing dessert.  Patti and Linda will set up.  
	Easter Breakfast will ne discussed at our next meeting and the Spring Rally at Pilgrim Church in West Bend on April 28.
Meeting closed with the LWML Pledge.
Respectfully Submitted, 
Beverly Hinz, Secretary
	The January 8th meeting was opened with devotion by Pastor.  The Season of Light was the subject.  “Please open your eyes to see that Light of Jesus and continue to seek to know Him and serve Him.”  There were 9 members present. 	We had a prayer for Bev, Marion, and Doris for their birthdays.  
We had installation of officers, they are Co-presidents Betty Johnston and Jen Schneider, Co -Vice Presidents Linda Fischer and Patti Zimmermann, Secretary Beverly Hinz.
Old Business: Karen reported we had a balance for the Cookie and Candy Sale of $846.  Which will be used for local Missions.  The Christmas party was enjoyed by all who attended.  Especially with the “new” Bingo caller.
 The Winter Getaway will be at the Radison Hotel in Fond Du Lac on January 30-31 and will be attended by several members.  
New Business: The flowers for January and February will be furnished by the LWML, unless someone signs up to put flowers on the Altar.
The Prayer Service will be 2/15 at 2pm at St. Paul’s.  Light refreshments will be served. Please RSVP to Betty Johnston at 920.528.8041 or Jen Schneider at 920.980.2057.  Everyone is welcome to come. 
We discussed many projects we need to check up on.  Altar parliaments- Beverly, Altar Candles- Linda, Altar Flowers- Linda, Betty and Jen, Fellowship is in March, Lenten Supper serving 1 meal, Easter Breakfast. Christmas Cookie and Candy Sale and we need to advertise more and earlier, Funeral Committee – Linda and Diane. We discussed the Chili Bake Sale.
Meeting closed with the LWML Pledge.
Respectfully Submitted, 
Beverly Hinz, Secretary
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The LWML is asking for help in decorating our Altar for Easter Morning!!  We will be taking orders for Easter Lilies, Tulips, Hyacinths, and Daffodils.  Easter Lilies are $18.00 and the Bulb plants are $15.00 each.  If you would be interested in ordering, please place your order with check payable to St. Paul’s LWML.  If you would like to purchase your own Easter Lily, Tulip, Hyacinth or Daffodil, please bring them in by Thursday, April 2nd.  Please no bows.  If you have any questions, please see Betty Johnston, Jen Schneider or Linda Fischer.

SPY NEWS

Food Collection for March will be Canned Soup and crackers. Any Donation is greatly appreciated and whatever the Spirit leads.   “Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.”  Matthew 5:6 
PANCAKE BREAKFAST
[image: ]Sunday, February 22, 2026,   
 8:30a-11:30a in the lower level of church.
Serving Pancakes, Eggs, Sausages, and More!!

SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
**Sunday School will be singing Sunday, February 22 during the 10:00am service.
**Sunday School is collecting Socks for Love, inc.  for their mission this month.  If you would like to donate socks, please bring your socks to church and bring them to any Sunday School class, student or teacher.  Thank you in advance for helping with this mission. 
** Our Sunday School is always looking for volunteers to help with Sunday School as a Teacher, Helper, Substitute, or Board of Ed member, please contact Steve Ogreenc for any information. *Steve’s info on back of newsletter.
**Jessica Haak is looking for interested kids and adults to help with Special programs of Holy Week.  Please reach out to Jessica 920.467.2606 if you would like to be involved.  
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If you have a policy with Thrivent Financial, you may be eligible to make a difference for our congregation.  If you are unsure if you qualify to direct funds, please contact your Thrivent agent.
In 2025, St. Paul’s received $2,138 in Choice Dollar funding.  Our Thrivent committee donated $500.00 to Pine Haven Men’s Choir for our annual Fellowship service.  Our Thrivent funds are used for church projects, community projects and missions.
Reminder, you must DIRECT your Choice Dollars EVERY YEAR to get funds to the organization of y our choice.  
2025 Choice Dollars MUST be directed by March 31, 2026! 
Any Questions, please contact a member of the Thrivent Choice Committee: Bev Hinz, Diane Pietsch, Ann Simonsen, Raylean Triebensee, Peggy Wiehr, or Patti Zimmermann(Chair).
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We will be collecting items as a partner church with Love, Inc.  The drive will run from February 22, 2026 – March 15, 2026.  Collection Bin located in Fellowship Hall. 

Most urgent needs include: Soaps: laundry, dish, soft, shower gel, 2-in-1 shampoo  * Trash bags (shelters especially need these for bedrooms) *Diapers (sizes 3-6 and Pull-Ups) * Deodorant (unscented)  * Wet wipes *Toilet paper *Paper towels * Disposable razors* Tampons and maxi pads

2026  Church Officers,  Board and Committee  Chairman



Fred Arbuckle, President 		920.917.4242		Mike Schneider, Treasurer		920.980.5760

Todd Triebensee, Vice President 	920.838.4888		Betty Johnston, Financial Secretary	920.528.8041

Diane Piestsch, Council Secretary 	920.528.8668		Nate Czerwinski, Trustee Co-Chair	920.980.0328

Francis Arbcukle, Elder Chair		920.254.1918		Frank Arbcukle, Trustee Co-Chair	920.447.2215	

Steve Ogreenc, Board of Ed Chair	920.980.2029		Levi Melius, Jr, Board Stewardship	920.946.4488

Patti Zimmermann Thrivent Chair	920.528.7228		Linda Fischer Funeral Meal Coord.	920.893.5117

Margie Arbuckle, SS Coordinator	920.838.0027		Jenny Bidinger, SPY Director		920.917.5296

Randy Pietsch Cemetery Assoc Pres 920.528.8480 
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